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CHAPTER X

THE LAMP

N Liber A. vel Armorum, the official instruction of the A. *.A. *.
for the preparation of the elemental weapons, it is said that each

symbolic representation of the Universe is to be approved by the
Superior of the Magician. To this rule the Lamp is an exception; it
is said:
“A Magical Lamp that shall burn without wick oroil, being fed by

the Aethyr. This shall he accomplish secretly and apart, without asking
the advice or approval of his Adeptus Minor.”
This Lampis the light of the pure soul; it hath no need of

fuel, it is the Burning Bush inconsumable that Moses saw, the image
of the Most High.
This Lamp hangeth abovethe Altar,it hath no support from below;

its light illumines the whole Temple, yet upon it are cast no shadows,
no reflections. It cannot be touched, it cannot be extinguished, in no
way can it change; for it is utterly apart from all those things which
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have complexity, which have dimension, which change and may be
changed.

When the eyes of the Magus are fixed upon this Lamp naught else
exists.
The Instruments lie idle on the Altar; that Light alone burns

eternally.
The Divine Will that was the Wand is no more; for the path has

becomeone with the Goal.
The Divine Understanding that was the Cup is no more; for the

subject and Objectof intelligence are one.
The Divine Reason that was the Sword is no more; for the complex

has been resolved into the Simple.
And the Divine Substance that was the Pantacle is no more; for the

many has becomethe One.
Eternal, unconfined, unextended, without cause and without effect,

the Holy Lamp mysteriously burns. Without quantity or quality, un-
conditioned and sempiternal, is this Light.
It is not possible for anyoneto advise or approve; for this Lamp is

not made with hands; it exists alone for ever; it has no parts, no
person; it is before “I am.” Few can behold it, yet it is always there.
Forit there is no ere nor there, no then nor now; all parts of speech
are abolished, save the noun; and this noun is not found either in
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human speech or in Divine. It is the Lost Word, the dying music of
whose sevenfold echo is I AO and A UM. Without this Light the
Magician could not work at all; yet few indeed are the Magicians
that have knownofit, and far fewer They that have beheldits bril-
liance!
The Temple and all that is in it must be destroyed again and again

before it is worthy to receive that Light. Henceit so often seems that
the only advice that any master can give to any pupilis to destroy the
Temple.

Whatever you have and whatever you are are veils before that Light.
Yet in so great a matter all advice is vain. There is no master so

great that he can see clearly the whole character of any pupil. What
helped him in the past may hinder another in the future.

Yetsince the Masteris pledged to serve, he may take up that service
on these simple lines. Since all thoughts are veils of this Light,
he may advise the destruction of all thoughts, and to that
end teach those practices which are clearly conducive to
such destruction.
These practices have now fortunately been set down in

clear language by orderof the A.-. A...
In these instructions the relativity and limitation of each practice is

clearly taught, and all dogmatic interpretations are carefully avoided.
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Each practice is in itself a demon which must be destroyed; but to be
destroyed it mustfirst be evoked.
Shame upon that Master who shirks any one of these practices, how-

ever distasteful or useless it may be to him! Forin the detailed know-
ledgeofit, which experience alone can give him, may lie his opportunity
for crucial assistance to a pupil. However dull the drudgery, it should
be undergone. If it were possible to regret anythingin life, which is

fortunately not the case, it would be the hours wasted in fruitful practices
which might have been more profitably employed onsterile ones: for
NEMO’ in tending his garden seeketh notto single out the flower that
shall be NEMO after him. And weare not told that NEMO might have
used other things than those which he actually does use; it seems possible
that if he had not the acid or the knife, or the fire, or the oil, he might
miss tending just that one flower which was to be NEMO after him!

1 NEMOis the Master of the Temple, whose task it is to develop the beginner.
See Liber CDXVIII, Aethyr XIII.
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